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Homeless Persons Memorial Day is Next Week

Each year on or around the longest night of the year, December 21st, people across
the country come together in remembrance of individuals who have lost their lives
while experiencing homelessness. In New Jersey, Mercer County will be holding an
event Friday, December 20th at 10:00 am at Shiloh Baptist Church in Trenton for
those in Mercer County who died without a home.

Middlesex County will be holding a vigil on Saturday the 21st at 5pm at Saint
Thomas the Apostle Church in Old Bridge. Click here for more information:

For more information on how to get involved or organize an event for your
community, please see the National Coalition for the Homeless' Memorial
Organizing Manual

In solidarity,
The Staff of the NJ Coalition to End Homelessness
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Assemblywoman Lopez Announces Securing $1.5 Million in Funding to
Support Shelter Staff and Retention

The Coalition is grateful to Assemblywoman Lopez and Senator Lagana for their
extraordinary efforts to secure $1.5 million for shelter staff and retention in the
2025 budget!

This funding is critically needed as we have seen a 24% increase in homelessness in
NJ since 2023. Shelters across our state are operating near or at full capacity, a
situation that becomes even more dire as we transition into the harsh winter
months.

Thank you to Assemblywoman Lopez for uplifting the importance of funding for
homeless services in this media release and video and for her unwavering
commitment to those in the community who are most in need.

LEGISLATIVE BULLETIN

Thursday, December 12th at 10am: The Assembly Military and Veterans'
Affairs Committee is meeting and will hear testimony on the evolving
challenges of veteran homelessness. The hearing will be held in Committee
Room 13 on the 4th floor of the State House Annex or you can watch the
Committee proceedings live on the NJ Legislature website.

Thursday, December 19th: the NJ Assembly and Senate both have their floor
voting sessions. See more information about the legislative calendar here.

Please let us know if there are any bills related to homelessness you would like to see
the Coalition take on. Email: rrubinstankiewicz@njceh.org

RESOURCES FOR HOMELESS SERVICES
PROVIDERS

https://assemblydems.substack.com/p/a-place-to-call-home-assemblywoman?utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web
https://assemblydems.substack.com/p/a-place-to-call-home-assemblywoman?utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/live-proceedings/2024-12-12-10:00:00/AMV/Meeting
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/live-proceedings
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/session-schedules


Murphy Administration Announces Opening of Wait List for
State Rental Assistance Program

The New Jersey Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has announced the opening
of the pre-application period to enter the lottery for placement onto the State

Rental Assistance Program (SRAP) waiting list. Beginning on Monday, January 13,
2025, at 9:00 a.m. (EST) and running through Friday, January 31, 2025, at 5:00 p.m.
(EST), New Jersey residents who meet eligibility criteria are invited to apply online

at: www.WaitlistCheck.com/NJ559.

Shelter Providers' Consortium Upcoming Monthly Meeting:
December 19th at Noon

"Most important, relative meeting I attend each month."
- Zammeah Bivins-Gibson, Isaiah House

Shelter Directors: Please join our monthly meetings for Shelter Providers, the third
Thursday of each month from 12pm - 1:15pm. Meetings provide crucial relevant

information and bring experts from a range of fields to deliver resources and
opportunities for shelters. Meetings are also an energizing chance to network and

share best practices and challenges among peers.

Register in advance here.

SAVE THE DATE: Friday December 13th, 2024

Changes to Medicaid are coming - don't be left behind! Wellpoint (formerly
Amerigroup) will be holding an in-person “round table” on Medicaid and the 1115

Waiver. We hope you'll attend.

For more information or to RSVP, please contact Rhonnda Talton
at: rhonnda.talton@wellpoint.com

Surveys on Lived Experience

The National Alliance to End Homelessness’ Homelessness Research Institute has
released two surveys to gather more information about how people

https://www.waitlistcheck.com/NJ559
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZApfuGhqD0rE9QkgtWPwEiRFi3vK2efjA8B
mailto:rhonnda.talton@wellpoint.com


with lived experience are involved and integrated into homeless services systems.
The first asks about experiences working or volunteering in the homeless response
system as a person with lived expertise of homelessness. Take survey here.

The second aims to better understand how the homeless response system partners
with people with lived expertise of homelessness. This survey is intended for leaders
and directors that coordinate and/or provide resources to people experiencing
homelessness in the United States. To complete the survey, the respondent(s) will
need to consider basic information about your organization’s structure, strategy,
planning process, staff and budget. You may choose to complete the survey with a
colleague. Take the survey here.

Survey responses will close on January 6, 2025.

Homeless and Housing Resource Center Offers Trauma-Informed
Outreach and Engagement Training

This training course is accredited for 3 CEUs from NASW and provides foundational
information about trauma-informed outreach and engagement strategies,

approaches, and service delivery models. This will focus on ways to support
individuals who are experiencing or at risk of homelessness who have serious

mental illness, substance use disorders, or co-occurring disorders.
Click here for more information on this and other trainings available.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NAEH-PWLE-feedback
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PWLELeadershipSurvey
https://hhrctraining.org/training-courses/training-course/17287/trauma-informed-outreach


Note: Positions are still available in Bergen, Camden, Cumberland, Essex, Hudson, Mercer and
Passaic counties.

Partner Jobs

City Relief is currently seeking to fill four vacant positions in New Jersey: Resource
Coordinator, Guest Care Coordinator, Director of NJ Programs and Finance
Manager. For more information, click here or contact Lydia Lucas, Chief People
Officer at lydia@cityrelief.org or 646-431-4661

Share your open positions in future publications of this newsletter at no cost.
Contact Alicia Alvarez: aalvarez@njceh.org

https://www.cityrelief.org/
https://cityrelief.bamboohr.com/careers
mailto:lydia@cityrelief.org
mailto:aalvarez@njceh.org


NEW JERSEY HOMELESSNESS IN THE NEWS
 

Sen. Bucco Calls For All Hands On Deck
Approach To NJ's Homelessness Crisis
NJ Senate Republican

New Jersey's homeless population has risen by 24% in
the past year, now exceeding 12,000 people,
including over 2,400 children. In response, Senator
Anthony Bucco is urging leaders at all levels to come together to address the lack of
affordable housing and create a comprehensive plan to end homelessness. He
emphasized the need for collaboration and action, calling for open discussions and
solutions that include input from those directly impacted. 

NJ Organizations Earn $1.25M
Grants From Bezos-Sanchez To

Help Combat Homelessness
ROI.NJ

Monarch Housing Associates and three
Family Promise affiliates in New Jersey,
which are part of the NJCEH Shelter
Consortium, were among the recipients of
grants from the Day 1 Families Fund,
sponsored by Jeff Bezos and Lauren
Sánchez, to combat family homelessness.
This is the first time New Jersey
organizations have been awarded these
flexible grants, with Monarch Housing and
Family Promise of Morris County each
receiving $1.25 million, and Family Promise
of Essex County and Jersey Shore receiving
$425,000 each. These funds will help move
families from homelessness to stable
housing amid a growing national family
homelessness crisis.

Bill To Provide Lifetime Housing
Protections For Seniors And

Disabled Tenants Advances In NJ    
Jersey City Times

The NJ State Senate is moving forward with
a bill to give seniors and people with
disabilities lifetime protection from
eviction. Senator Brian Stack introduced
the bill (S-290) to update the current law,
which provides 40 years of protection, to
match today’s longer life expectancies and
growing financial challenges. The goal is to
help vulnerable residents stay in their
homes and communities; especially as
affordable housing becomes harder to find
statewide.

https://www.senatenj.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=510
https://www.roi-nj.com/2024/11/27/diversity-inclusion/three-n-j-organizations-earn-1-25m-grants-from-bezos-sanchez-to-help-combat-homelessness/
https://jcitytimes.com/bill-to-provide-lifetime-housing-protections-for-seniors-and-disabled-tenants-advances-in-new-jersey-senate/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2024/11/courts-urged-to-update-eviction-process/


A Look At How Tariffs,
Deportations And More Of Trump's

Proposals Could Affect Housing
Costs  

New Jersey Monitor


Americans are struggling with housing
costs, which accounted for 32.9% of
consumer spending in 2023. In New Jersey,
where the homeless population grew by
24% in just one year, affordability
challenges are particularly severe. As
President-elect Trump prepares to take
office, housing advocates are watching
closely to see how his policies—like
proposed tariffs that could raise
construction costs, stricter immigration
rules impacting labor, and potential
punitive approaches to homelessness—
might affect both affordability and access
to stable housing.

The Advantages Of The Housing
And Redevelopment Law

TAP into Parsippany

New Jersey's Local Housing and
Redevelopment Law (LRHL) enables
municipalities and private developers to
revitalize blighted properties by offering
incentives like tax abatements, zoning
adjustments, and streamlined approvals.
Municipalities lead the process by
identifying redevelopment areas, declaring
them as zones, and adopting plans, while
developers must align their projects with
municipal goals to access these benefits.
Early collaboration with local authorities,
demonstrating community benefits, and
maintaining transparency are key to a
successful redevelopment project.

These Survivors Represent 12% Of NJ's
Homeless Population
NJ 101.5

Domestic violence is a leading cause of
homelessness in New Jersey, with survivors
accounting for nearly 12% of the state's
homeless population. Many victims, especially
women and children, face financial abuse,
limiting their ability to escape, and often have nowhere to turn due to the fear of being
tracked down by their abuser. Advocates stress the need for more affordable housing to
help these survivors rebuild their lives, as escaping an abusive home is complicated by
financial instability and limited housing options.

https://newjerseymonitor.com/2024/11/27/a-look-at-how-tariffs-deportations-and-more-of-trumps-proposals-could-affect-housing-costs/
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/parsippany/categories/press-releases/articles/the-advantages-of-the-local-housing-and-redevelopment-law
https://nj1015.com/these-survivors-represent-12-of-njs-homeless-population/


Trenton To Acquire Vacant
Motel With $4M Grant, One

Of 12 Approved by EDA
REALESTATE NJ

State officials have approved a $4
million grant for the City of Trenton
to acquire the vacant Lafayette Park
Hotel & Suites for redevelopment
into a mixed-use project, including
hospitality, residential, and
commercial spaces. This funding is
part of over $17 million allocated
through the Local Property
Acquisition Grant Program, which
supports municipalities in acquiring
vacant properties for economic
development initiatives. The
program aims to transform unused
real estate into vibrant community
hubs and commercial spaces, driving
local economic growth and job
creation.

Affordable Housing Crisis
Sparks Legal Battlegrounds

Nationwide
The PINNACLE Gazzette

The affordable housing crisis in the
U.S. is escalating, with lawmakers
and local governments navigating
complex debates over housing
mandates. In New Jersey, legal
battles over state-mandated
affordable housing requirements
highlight tensions between state
authority and local governance, as
municipalities struggle with
infrastructure limitations. While
state officials like California’s
Governor Newsom are committing
billions to address the crisis, local
leaders, including those in New
Jersey, are calling for more
collaboration to ensure that housing
mandates align with existing
resources and infrastructure.

Montclair Nonprofit Awarded $425K
Besos Grant To Battle Homelessness
Montclair Local

Family Promise of Essex County, a Montclair-
based nonprofit, has received a
transformative $425,000 grant from Jeff
Bezos and Lauren Sánchez’s Day 1 Families
Fund to expand its rapid rehousing program,
which transitions families from shelters to permanent housing. This is the
largest donation in the organization’s history, arriving at a critical time as
homelessness in Essex County has surged by 54% in the past year. The
funding will help Family Promise broaden its outreach, emergency shelter
services, and housing options, addressing a growing need in Montclair and
across the county. Families make up more than 28% of the national homeless
population, highlighting the importance of this initiative.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY

https://re-nj.com/trenton-to-acquire-vacant-hotel-with-4-million-grant-one-of-12-approved-under-eda-program/
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The Texas Village Rethinking
Homelessness

NY Times- The Daily Podcast

The Texas Village: Rethinking Homelessness
podcast discusses the complexities of
homelessness in Texas, focusing on how
the community can work together to create
sustainable solutions. It features
conversations with people with lived experience, advocates, and experts, offering new
perspectives on addressing homelessness through collaboration, compassion, and
innovative strategies. The podcast aims to challenge traditional approaches and promote
systemic change. 

How These Schools Worked With
Community Groups To Fight College

Homelessness
SHELTERFORCE

Many colleges have responded to student
homelessness and housing insecurity through
partnerships with community housing
organizations and the implementation of
College-Focused Rapid Rehousing (CFRR) programs. These programs aim to provide
students with stable housing while they complete their studies, offering rental assistance,
case management, and support services such as job search and mental health referrals. In
some states, like California, universities and community colleges have committed
substantial funding to create long-term housing solutions for students, helping them focus
on their academics and improve overall well-being by reducing housing instability.

After Months Of Delay, D.C. Opens A
New Kind Of Homeless Shelter
WAMU 88.5

The new Aston non-congregate shelter faced
delays due to legal challenges from a local
community group, which argued it would
negatively impact the neighborhood. Housing
advocates, however, have called for the shelter’s
swift opening, emphasizing its importance in providing safer and more private spaces for
people who might otherwise be living in encampments. The shelter is seen as a critical
step in addressing the city’s homelessness crisis, offering temporary relief while residents
transition to permanent housing.

How One Library Is Filling The
Gaps In Homeless Services
Governing

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/podcasts/the-daily/austin-homelessness.html
https://shelterforce.org/2024/11/27/how-these-schools-worked-with-community-groups-to-fight-college-homelessness/
https://wamu.org/story/24/11/26/aston-homeless-shelter-opens-after-long-delays/
https://www.governing.com/urban/how-one-library-is-filling-the-gaps-in-homeless-services


Public libraries have become
critical in supporting unhoused
individuals, offering safe spaces
and personalized assistance. The
Salt Lake City Public Library
employs social workers who
provide one-on-one guidance,
connecting patrons with services
like housing, counseling, and
substance abuse programs. By
building trust and treating everyone with dignity, the library empowers individuals to
take steps toward stability.

Cities Say They Store
Property Taken From

Homeless Encampments.
People Rarely Get Their

Things Back
Salem Reporter

Encampment sweeps are leaving
people experiencing
homelessness without essential
belongings, including ID, shelter
materials, and personal items,
often with no realistic way to
recover them. These actions
perpetuate cycles of instability
and poverty, stripping individuals
of their dignity and basic rights.
Advocates urge cities to prioritize
humane solutions that address
the root causes of homelessness
rather than punitive measures.

Americans With No Address
YouTube

The documentary Americans with
No Address explores the realities
of homelessness in the United
States, highlighting the systemic
challenges and personal stories of
those experiencing life without
stable housing. Through powerful
narratives, it sheds light on the
social, economic, and policy
factors contributing to
homelessness and the resilience
of those affected.

We love to share news about the accomplishments, events and other noteworthy
activities of NJ's homelessness service agencies. If you have something to share,
please send it to us at info@NJCEH.org
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